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To:   Caltrans District 10       Date: March 28, 2022  
  Environmental Planning   
 

File No: PN 5929(254) 
Messick Bridge Replacement Project 

 
 
From:  Cathy Johnson, PLA 
 License #4545   
 Landscape Architect, Michael Baker International 
 (949) 855-7047 
 
Subject: Scenic Resources Evaluation and Visual Impact Assessment  
 
This project, located at the existing Messick Road Bridge in the community of Linden, unincorporated 
County of San Joaquin, has been reviewed for potential environmental impacts to visual resources. 
The proposed Messick Bridge Replacement Project (project) would replace the existing Messick Road 
Bridge with a new bridge structure. The replacement bridge structure would be approximately 55 feet 
and 4 inches long and 29 feet and 6 inches wide. The new bridge structure would accommodate one 
10-foot lane of traffic in each east-west direction and would incorporate three-foot shoulders within 
County right-of-way. The number of spans associated with the bridge would be reduced from the 
current three-span configuration to a single span. The proposed structure would be supported by 
abutments at each bank of the creek founded on Cast in Steel Shell (CISS) or Cast in Drilled Hole 
(CIDH) piles. Wing walls would be constructed adjacent to the abutments and rock slope protection 
would be placed along the exterior of each wing wall. A new metal beam guard rail is proposed at all 
tie-in points to the bridge barriers to meet current American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and Caltrans standards.  
 
There are no State Scenic Highways in the vicinity of the project area. However, the San Joaquin 
County 2035 General Plan (General Plan) contains goals and policies Pertaining to County-designated 
Scenic Routes. The nearest County-designated Scenic Route, Clements Road, is situate 
approximately 0.5-mile east of the project site. The existing and proposed bridge are not readily visible 
from this Scenic Route due to the relatively flat topography and intervening trees and structures. As 
such, the project would not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic view or vista.  
 
In addition to the public views along Messick Road, residential uses to the north would have views of 
the project site. As the residential uses (i.e., single-family residences) are located within an existing 
roadway system, the project would not be out of character with existing conditions. The project would 
maintain the scenic open space character of the surrounding area.  
 
The existing visual character of the project site consists of transportation uses (a bridge structure over 
Mosher Creek), and the surrounding area is comprised of primarily agricultural land as well as open 
space (associated with Mosher Creek) and residential uses. Review of the project site and project 
plans indicate that the project would not result in substantial adverse impacts to the visual 
environment, as the bridge structure and other physical features would appear similar in mass and 
scale to the existing transportation infrastructure at the project site. The proposed project would not 
substantially degrade the visual character of the site or its surroundings outside of existing conditions. 
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Upon construction of the proposed project, the visual character and quality of the site would generally 
appear similar to existing conditions (transportation uses). The project would not impede views of 
natural landscapes, managed open space or agricultural uses, or any other visual resources in the 
surrounding area. As such, the character of the site would remain similar to the surrounding area. 
 
This review indicates that the project would not adversely affect any "Designated Scenic Resource" 
as defined by Caltrans policy.  
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A – Questionnaire to Determine VIA Level 
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